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HIGH LEVEL VISIT 

FROM THE UN REFUGEE AGENCY 

TO THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS
On 17-18 June 2010 Guillermo Bettocchi, the Deputy Director of the Regional Bureau for Europe of the UN Refugee Agency pays an official visit to the Republic of Belarus. The visit to Minsk is the last leg of his regional mission, following the trips to Moldova and Ukraine. 

In Minsk Guillermo Bettocchi will hold several meetings with Senior Officials of the Ministries of Interior, Foreign Affairs and the State Border Committee. The Deputy Director also plans to meet other stakeholders from the UN system and conduct consultations with public organizations assisting refugees. During his stay in Minsk he will meet refugees and asylum seekers to hear about their experience and perspectives for integration in Belarus. 

UNHCR highly welcomes the efforts of Belarus to consolidate its national asylum system as well as the positive changes introduced in the new Law On Provision to Foreign Nationals and Stateless Persons of Refugee Status, Subsidiary or Temporary Protection in the Republic of Belarus, which was adopted in 2008 and entered into force on 3 July 2009. Those areas that require further development, in particular local integration of recognized refugees, will be discussed by the Deputy Director and the Government of Belarus. 

The UN Refugee Agency is also mandated by the UN General Assembly to deal with the issue of statelessness. Therefore, the discussion with the government will touch upon possible accession to the 1954 and 1961 UN Statelessness Conventions. UNHCR appreciate steps taken by the Government of Belarus to address the issue of statelessness and harmonize the national legislation, in particular recent comparative studies in this area and a seminar on statelessness conducted in Minsk in April 2010. 
The UN Refugee Agency, which has been present in the country since 1995 and the Republic of Belarus have a long-standing history of cooperation. Belarus acceded to the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol in 2001, thus undertook to protect refugees. 
For more information please contact 

UNHCR Representation in Belarus
6A 6th floor Partizansky ave. 220033 Минск
Теl. 298-33-35(37); fax: 298-23-69, e-mail: blrmi@unhcr.org
You can find more information about refugees and the UN Refugee Agency at www.unhcr.org and www.unhcr.org.by 
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