DAFI Scholarship Programme 2010 for Belarus, Moldova and Ukraine
For the past 18 years, the Government of Germany has been financing the annual Albert Einstein German Academic Refugee Initiative Fund (DAFI) named after one of the most famous refugees, Prof. Albert Einstein. The programme grants scholarships to deserving young refugees at universities, colleges and polytechnics in their host countries.  
The DAFI Scholarship Programme is a voluntary fund donated to UNHCR by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Federal Government of Germany. Its purpose is to support refugees in financial need who qualify for academic studies in their country of asylum. 

The primary objective of the DAFI Programme is to contribute to the promotion of self-reliance of refugees by providing them with a professional qualification which will enable them to obtain a gainful employment in future. More generally, the DAFI Programme aims at encouraging the development of qualified human resources for the future reconstruction of refugees' home countries upon repatriation, thereby supporting greater peace and stability. Where repatriation is not or not immediately feasible, DAFI scholarships may facilitate local integration, temporarily or permanently, and contribute to the development of the refugee community and/or the host country. DAFI graduates also serve as a role models for other refugee students to remain in school and further their education. In particular, female role models are needed to promote girls’ education, which is considered key to their empowerment.
The DAFI programme is mostly available in developing countries with a significant refugee population, mostly in Africa and Asia. There are also a limited number of DAFI scholarships in some countries of Eastern Europe and Latin America. Each year, more than 1,000 refugee students benefit from the programme. Because of its financial ceiling, competition for scholarships is strong as only a limited number of the qualified candidates is admitted to the programme. 
The funding is, as stated by the donor, “purpose-bound” i.e. the funds are to be used to sponsor only academic studies for eligible refugee students. These studies, by definition, exclude informal vocational and skills training courses, but allow para-professional training. 

Refugees and asylum-seekers have access to free of charge primary and secondary education in Belarus, Moldova and Ukraine while most of the eligible refugee adolescents are unable to continue their education after secondary school due to the poor socio-economic situation of their families combined with relatively high costs for tertiary education and no available scholarships for non-citizens. In the absence of private sponsorship schemes, government scholarship programmes for non-citizens and a low interest of the business community to support individuals in their strive to obtain tertiary education, the DAFI Scholarship Programme represents a unique opportunity for deserving refugee adolescents to obtain the knowledge and skills which will enable them to become self-reliant. 

The educational institutions in Belarus, Moldova and Ukraine are of high quality and are providing tertiary education in all academic fields preparing the students for a successful career in the selected profession. 
For the academic 2010-2011 year, there are ten (10) DAFI scholarships available for the three countries covered by the UNHCR Regional Representation in Kyiv namely, Belarus (2 scholarships), Moldova (2 scholarships) and Ukraine (6 scholarships). 
The scholarship covers cost of tuition and fees, including living allowance. 
The eligible candidates for the DAFI Programme are socio-economically disadvantaged and academically deserving refugee students currently in the country of asylum who meet the following minimum requirements:
a) Recognized refugee status
b) Excellent academic performance
c) Socio-economically disadvantaged
d) Not older than 28 
e) Proficient in the language commonly taught at universities or colleges in the    

    country of asylum

UNHCR RR Kyiv would like to encourage the eligible candidates in Belarus, Moldova and Ukraine to use this unique opportunity and apply as indicated in the DAFI Scholarship Announcement.
We wish you ALL good luck!

